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Page;  ^.challenging’ 
Cooperative  Program 


giving  days  ahead 

NASHVILLE  (BP)  -  South-  teotfa*  of  a  percent  e 
era  Baptists  face  ‘challeng-  One  pmential  bi 
ins  di^*  with  Cooperative  Pag^t^  »  t^.  t! 

(CP)  ghring, 

Frank  Page, 
premfentof 


wirnmoreraurd-es. 

*We  pray  fthe  decrease 
has]  ceased  and  will  now  tick 
back  up,"  Page  said.  “That’s 
our  hope  and  prayer.  We’ve 
been  patting  a  lot  of  energy 
and  efloit,  particulailY  tping 
to  engage  young  ministers 
and  unengaged  ministers, 
to  say,  ‘We  challenge  you  to 
study  It  look  at  it...  Can  you 
find  a  better  way  to  be  in¬ 
volved  in  /cts  t;8^ 

BibBeri  stewardriiip  is  the 
key  to  reversing  the  dmenward 
tr«id  of  dving.  Page  said-  To 
help,  the  Eaecuthre  Committee 
is  renewing  effiorts  with  state 


the  South- 
era  Bap^ 

Convention 
(SBC)  Exec- 
utive  Com- 
mittoe,  told 
committee 
members 

Nashville,  vphing  hope  for  an 
upewiim  in  giving- 

While  shaihirhis  pNsion 
for  CP  and  its  role  in  sofiport- 
ing  missions  and  rainistn’ 
around  the  globe.  Page  said 
foe  momentum  for  foe  CP 
ChallHige*  oontinoes  to  grow 


terato  almost  3.000  pastors  to  do  mace,  to  gtw  mote.  When 
riiMAfaig  foem  for  their  in-  info  you  to  give  mote,  it  doesnT 
voKement*  in  foe  1%  CP  Chfo-  come  to  the»ecutivi*Cainmit- 
lenge,  Pa^  said  Feb.  17- “Our  tee.  We're  loweting  our  Coop- 
state  executives  are  saying,  crative  Pragram  allocation  to 
‘Frank,  pleaae  don't  stop.  Our  when  you  bear  me  beating  w 

people  are  just  starting  to  get  dnimandaakiMfarm^Ha 
{t..7we  won’t  stop.  togototheseofeentitea^ 

"It  is  my  passion  that  fuels  agenoea  to  do  fofo  which  God 
my  heart  belief  in  foU.  I  sup-  has  railed  foem  to  do. 

ported  this  before  1  was  paid  ,  .  — - - 

to  support  this.  As  a  pastor  •••  •'•<**  00  p.  ■ 

I  strongly  supported  over  _ 

loN  of  our  church's  undes-  jjjJBsR).  ' '' 
igoated  receipts  to  the  Coop-  _ 

erative  Progiiun.*  SB|H  nS’ 

Givii«  forougfa  CP  is  the  OL 

beatwayto“cooqinenay,ooa-  R  is  |Hg 


SBC  Exec.  Committee  to  debate 
proposed  messenger  changes 

le  June  10-11  be  coasUered  at  foe  June  EC 
w.  meeting  on  foe  Monday  before 

•  ~  •  foe  SK;  annual  meeting,  each 
mothm  fixNn  coopmUng  diurch  that  con- 
tributed  to  Convention  esusra 
durins  foe  preceding  fiscal  year 


sistently  and,  yes,  ccmplel^ 
(uUn  Acts  vA  as  a  chortai 
body,*  he  added,  "nuougfa 
fosL  you're  imoived  in  nue- 
noBB  aad  mhustM  all  over 
the  world,  afi  foe  tune.*  « 

Philanthropic  giving  has 
inoesaed  in  recent  years,  and 
53X  of  churches  say  gWing 
M  up.  Page  reported  Despite 
increased  giving  in  other  ar- 
eas,  CP  givinglias  oontinned 
to  decrease  through  foeyears. 
In  foe  last  five  years.  CP  gifts 
fisrwttrded  by  churdies  have 
dropped  iiIlL 

'in  1982,  foe  average  South¬ 
ern  Bngliat  church  forwarded 
on  10.7%  of  its  undedgnated 
receipla  to  foe  Cooperative 
Program,*  Page  said,  ‘ltd  in 
aou  it  waa  down  to  Mi%. 
It’s  pretty  much  declined  two- 


SUOUICrU  CmVUVB  a-^s»«aa*~«  . . 1  A  a. 

[SBO  BsieBtive  Committee  The  proposal  to  aroeod  Ar* 
will  consider  a  prcrooeal  Jnne  tide OI 
9  to  update  foe  SBC  ooastitn-  foe  floor .M  1«K  ytm't  SK  an- 
tkm  Mgsrdiiig  qnalificatiooa  for  anal  inmtmg 
chuiSea  to  send  iLimiangerii  to  ttononHlitrtiifoUifoepastjB 
foe  annual  meeting.  -yesw  -  to  yvduate  foe  n^ 

During  its  Feb.  17-18  mert-  mum  qusHfirations  for  seatmg  ft^ni  a”eo- 

iag  in  Nashv^^  toei^we  adfod^  diurch  mBsaengeta  go,  gf  two 

Committee  ded<)ed  to  place  at  the  SBC.  mIUmm 

foe  tem  on  it.  June  9  Sen-  ^  Article  ffl  ranajlf  -Me.  gPgS^-.!:!!g:7L*SS:^ 
da  prior  to  the  SBC  annual  that  churches  to  (rieftdV  coop- 
meeth^  in  Baltimore  to  allow  eration  with  foe  uaiPWbon  ran 
Southern  Baptistt  time  to  die-  send  one  adifitioaal  fosneecm 
cuss  the  proposed  diange  and  for  every  ago  m«n»«  or  M 
providefoedb^  eadi  $2Soper  w  l^tofoe 

conuBBtee’s  decision  work  of  foe  Coaventioii.  an 
will  deteiminavfoether  foe  pro-  amouiit  ^Miiig  back  to  »888. 
posed  T«sWonwiU  be  preach  Undaf  foe  new  proposal  to 


automatirally  qualify  for 


ger  for  sndi  full  perocBt  of 
foe  church's  undesignated 
receipts  through  any  comW- 
nation  of  gifts  through  foe 


1 
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Should  marriage  be  privatized? 


Choose ‘Wisely 

ch  ^  A - - _  __ 


E«ch  geMrateo  of  Amerkani 
r*yf^  '"*•*  PrivO^  of 

to  the  future  of  the  RepaMic. 
poJitic»l  croSoirf, 

w  most  contentioat  end  destm^ 
have  ever  fiKed  the 
The  uitimate  result  was  the 
Noodi^conflict  in  which  the 

iss^sa?"*  “<«»•■« 


1^.  Reporti  of  rallicN  in  W«ah- 
Md  acw  the  country  that 
compJeWy  different  view, 

iher 


on 


Kwfaen 

*w  ““forim,  i  haiiSiefS 
ram  onehundied 

g.teaifei?T^,r- 


j^'^'ssSKsrsg^ 

doe«t  .)w^% 
much  attentKw  to  wfertVaotM  nn 

•pP*°Pj*^  influenced  byaSnpIe 

tJjM  the  fiS  or  the  " 

U.S.  si^te  Mi^orip^ader 

Sy'i*^***  ^^mrada,  aome  years 
1*  <y*“ni«  iff  the  new 
tor  *  Center  atthe  U.S.  Capital  in 

“**?  ***^ 


flterally  raeU^ 


?  no  longer  going 

»« trom  the  brink  of  economli^  *n*  manifold  in«ilt»«iwi  .il.i.«- 

“^lcoaap.e.MaSS^£d^t, 


W*  "to«  woul 
P  **  ^tn^in 

I 

‘  “u®2.“;.Sis?“»sr'‘- 

Not:  • 
fliture 

ofa  iw-ravaged  wuntry,  or  thi 
«»5«nlc  rSdUl^ 
iC-  2*  IS  on  the  ballot 

be  a  foteful  eleetki  fo,t 
SS^^*tenninethefa^ 


_ «*uei»,  Deiiev 

•*w«e  AmericaMT^ 

2S^“a5S£SSS:l 
StfteJaiSite 

sssS^ass?- 
»-S5i!rMsr* 

“2»S3iffldriv^ 

f>  Sl2^"‘^**»«wn«*yfora^ 

^*;5P®*.PW7*Coinroeotatoi,of  Qiooae 

•  ^  ™'™=“*»ety  hang,  ,n  the  bal-  ulca^»  Vkit  ^ 


t 


r7~  ’ 


“to  not  rising  to 
<«end  traditional  marriage.  Periuns 
.•fc* “ *>ecause  they don’thave  the  ^ 
theok»cal  and  intellectual  tools  to  do 
5“’  iton’t  want  to  be 

Mnoed  and  ma'  ginaUaed  as  ‘haters* 

P-  ‘‘•“X '»»nt  marriage  for 
thonseives,  but  don’t  care  how  ©there 


IS  V  cultUTe  ware.  Why 

-.^sasassisisp’’ 

KXX'SrnS?"”"’^ 

It  won't  work. 

well  mnrriaaes  reaUy 

wre  permanent  and  people  never  aot 
K^end*” 

s!:3«KS25!te?K2i^ 

^kwith^es:  -wit  to  do  vWthXl- 
i®?;^PP«ty,  sute  residency,  freedom 
^  moment,  etc.  when  marSd  rSST’ 
tjonships  break  down  are  puWic^-s 

ones.'SS 
i)%  in  auch  a  pnvatuation  of  mamaite 

“e^o,  the  state  would  actually  ** 
^me  more  intruaive  into 
matters  than  it  is  at  present.* 


Guest  opinion 

with  Pfenna  Dexter 


Of  leaving  marriage  to  the  diuiehes 

^  E'"'*  to  »^i?’ 

chiuelm  are  not  t^  uWmate  lesal 
authority  for  anything.*  In  fiurtfte 

**®i^i*  tomRiMliang  the  churches 
Md  their  influence  and  ^n  if  “e 
state  uw  to  somehow  allow  churchec 
^*to*  latTOttnding 

t^  Aildten  of  divorce,  it  would  still  L 
called  upon  to  settle  disputes  be^n 
people  not  of  the 


EJ^eL' «toe'te„“T*"e, 

‘Sf  (oi^th)  clsim^ 


as^^S  V/l 

where  one  or  ^uc 

no  religion  stall 


^‘lies,  getting  the  sUte 
?l"*  °tl**e  mynage  busineas  is  aakins 
^  imi^ssible  and,  as  Morse  points^ 

“'2;  ''“'*"tog  the  state  an  irh^ible 

task  amounts  to  giving  it  a  blaiStcheck.’ 
With  marriage  meaning  diiforent 

asa 


'” and  hu- 


t»flio  counts  as  a 


-■  nuin 

I  devoted  to 
i  married  love. 

Iton,  ^ 

BSptistRecord 


in  pari  oeeause  in  our  society  and  his 

.^^i”nt  saii?r^*“'*  «^*«bit.tion  and 

RTiiim‘T_--- Roba^M^li!f^  ^*,  mamage  have  increased  the 

^ss^s 


■wfrihaaaM 
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Muslim  bloodshed, 
Christian  retaliation 
scar  African  nation 


BANGUI,  CMitral  African 
Republic  (BP)  —  An 
ing  cycle  of-  violence  between 
Christians  and  Muslims  in  Cen¬ 
tral  African  Republic  is  rais¬ 
ing  questkms  for  missionaries 
abotrt  the  fiih'jc  of  the  church 
in  the  region. 

Retaliatory  atUcks  between 
the  two  religious  groups  are 
wraddng  the  western  part  of 
the  lution  with  out-of-cootrul 
bloodshed.  According  to  BBC 
News,  the  repubU'’  is  *a  nation 
consumed  by  rage.’ 

“There's  a  lot  of  stress,  a  lot 
of  tension,'  said  Ron  Pontier, 
who  has  served  for  30  ye^  as 
a  mission  pilot  for  a  Qiriatian 
organization  in  Central  African 
Ri^ublic  (CAR)  and  neighbor¬ 
ing  countries. 

There  are  also  massacres, 
summary  killings,  arid  torture. 

A  quarter  of  the  country  needs 
foM  aid  urgently. 

Seleka,  an  alliance  of  Mus¬ 
lim  rebel  groups,  overthrew 
the  government  in  March  2013 
and  attacked  Christiah  busi¬ 
nesses  with  widespread  loot¬ 
ing  part  of  a  thrust  to  take 
over  the  country,  which  was 
foameiiy  only  io-»s*  Muslim, 
pontier  said. 

International  peacekeepers 
came  in  to  disann  the  rebel 
alliance,  finally  overturning 
Sdeka's  power  in  January 
3014,  but  that  made  way  for 
a  new  problem,  according  to 
Pontier;  A  militia  called  an¬ 
ti-ball^*  or  anti-nuchete, 
that  identifies  itself  as  Chris¬ 
tian  began  taking  revenge  on 
^leka  rebels  and  the  Muslim 
popuJation  in  general. 

The  peacdceeping  forces 
are  having  a  huge  proolem,  be- 
cauae  if  mey  disann  Muaiims, 
the  anti-baUka  come  in  and  kill 
the  Muslima,*  Pontier  said.  "It’s 
almost  impossible  to  know  how 
to  bring  the  thing  to  an  end.* 

Ponner  keem  going  there  to 
encourage  believers  and  pray 
with  them  for  die  fi^tiiK  to 
stop.  ■'They  really  need  to  have 
peace  -  that’s  the  big  thing. 
The  Christiana  and  Muslims 
need  to  be  aUe  to  forgive  and 
live  toMther  peacefully.* 

Nik  Ripkra  (not  hU  real 
name),  an  expert  on  the  pa- 
seented  church  in  Muslim 
contexts,  agreed.  "The  <^- 
le^  for  fbe  Central  African 
Republic  is  an  ansi^  to  an 
oki  question  for  Africa  that  is 
still  awaiting  a  positiye,  Af^- 
chansjRg  aoawcr,*  *aki  Ripken, 
whonu  served  more  dian  35 


years  with  the  International 
Mission  Board  of  the  Southern 
Baptist  Convention. 

‘Per  usual,  Christians  and 
Muslims  in  the  CAR  are  divided 
along  tribal  fauh  lines.  Racism 
perhuM  is  the  consistent  tool 
that  Mtan  uses  most  often  to 
terrorize  the  innocent,  molest 
t^  girl  child  and  kill  indiscrim¬ 
inately,*  he  sakL 

Many  may  wonder  when  Af¬ 
rica  will  st(^  defined  ^ 
its  deep  diriiies.  Ripken  said 
that  is  a  big  question  that  Jesus 
took  even  deeper. 

'Jesus  stated  die  obvious 
that  it  is  easy  to  love  one's 
friends,  but  He  raised  the  bar 
when  He  commanded  that  we 
love  our  enemies.  Christians, 
if  indeed  we  are  followers  of 
Jesus,  know  that  violence  be¬ 
gets  violence  and  the  cycle 
never  ends. 

'Jesus  calls  His  children  to 
go  first,  lay  down  their  guns, 
and  actually  believe  that  twe 
wins  over  racism  and  hate.’ 

Because  of  the  violent  in¬ 
stability,  neither  Pontier's 
organization  nor  the  Intema- 
tioruit  Mission  Board  has  mis¬ 
sionaries  stationed  in  Central 
AMcan  Republic.  Missions 
efforts  are  limited  to  visits 
Ukc  the  one  Pontier  made  in 
early  February.  .  . 

Tne  mayhem  has  taken  a 
toll  on  the  diurch  too,  Pon¬ 
tier  said.  "It’s  hard  to  tell  how 
many  churehea  are  left  —  lots 
of  people  have  been  displaced, 
and  many  churches  have  gath¬ 
ered  togfttber,  but  because  of 
the- war,  so  many  people  are 
coming  to  Christ.  Thousai^ 
and  thousands  are  turning 
to  the  Lord  in  the  midst  of 
the  persecution.* 

Pontier  said,  even  so,  he  has 
a  great  fear  that  lack  of  dia- 
ci^eship  will  mean  the  alow 
de^  of  Christianity  in  Central 
African  Republic  and  its  neigh¬ 
boring  countries. 

‘C&isrians  are  not  banc 
diadpled  aad  th^  ialittle 
sons]  spiritual  growth,  and  it 
is  sad  tor  me  to  see  that  this 
is  happening.  Islam  is  really 

pushing  to  take  over  that  whole 

area,  and  because  it  1a  coosM- 
ered  'reached,'  a  lot  of  mis- 
sioMiy  organizations  don't  put 
mudi  eff^  into  it.* 

Muslim  Fulani  herdsmen 
are  slowly  moving  into  Ceirtral 
African  Republic  and  bring¬ 
ing  their  influence  with  them, 
Pontier  said.  BBC  and  other 
news  outleU  reference  *a  long 


PRAY: 

■  Pray  for  babevars  in 
Central  African  Republic 
to  be  sbinina  ligbts  in  tfie 
midst  of  the  derkness  of 
wer,  hatred,  thbelism  end 
gre^. 

■  Ask  God  k>  direct  the 
steps  of  missionaries  so  that 
they  can  make  the  contacts 

i  needed  to  encourage  believ- 
i  ors  in  CAR  end  to  mobilize 
bebavars  in  ne.wby  coun- 
triee  who  could  gome  in  to 
help  disctple  ChMbane  and 
reach  out  to  untotAevers. 

.  ■  ftwy  oaumry 

can  become  bUtnlaown 
for  peace  through  knowing  r, 
the  Prince  of  Peace. 


'Jesus  Stated  the  obvious  that  it  is  easy  to  love  one's  friends,  but  He  raised 
the  bar  when  He  commanded  that  we  love  our  enemies.  Christians,  if  inde^ 
we  are  followers  of  Jesus,  know  that  violence  begets  violence  and  the  cycle 
never  ends.  Jesus  calls  His  children  to  go  first,  lay  down  their  guns,  and 
actually  believe  that  love  wins  over  racism  and  hate. 

NHcRipliM 

an  axpert  or*  the  por— entad  church  hi  Muclbn  crMitoiits 


war  to  come  in  which  Muaiims 
will  seize  bar*  half  the  country^ 
for  themaehfes.' 

Pontier  said  it  mato  him 
tremble  when  he  thinks  of 
how  that  might  atifle  the  rapid 
spread  of  me  Gospel  taking 
ijace  there  right  now. 

*If  we  leave  Central  African 
Republic,  if  we  leave  Congo, 
if  we  don't  disciple,  probably 
mtbin  five  to  10  years  tboae 
plMes  will  be  unreacbed.' 

That  is  one  reason  be  kem 
goiitg  into  tboee  countries:  To 
encourage  Christians  to  aggres¬ 
sively  disciple. 


Urn  Ceariey,  IMB  strat^ 
leada  for  sub-Saharan  Africa, 

‘  echoes  Pontier’s  focus.  'My 
main  prayer  request  for  CAR 
and  that  whole  western  equa¬ 
torial  are4  ia  that  God  would 
raise  up  a  team  of  experienced 
trainers  —  IMB  and  ouier  inter- 
natknals  —  to  live  in  this  am 
and  serve  as  church-plantiiig 
cataly^  and  leaearthers  that 
help  empower  the  inany  stnq^ 
gling  (duurhea  to  finish  the  taw 
of  reaching  the  loet  *  , 

Peyton  (foeen  (net  bia  real 
name)  another  IMB  strategist, 
agreed,  saying  bis  prayer  is 


that  the  Lord  would  ttre'«th- 
en  the  believers  to  be  a  boM 
witness  in  spite  of  the  suffer¬ 
ing  snd  disruption  thst  is  hap- 
peninff  to  them  personally  and 
to  their  countrymen, 

*1  pray  that  God  would  use 
these  national  believers  to  re- 
twn  strong  in  their  friith,  and 
in  roite  of  the  difficulties  that 
god^  actions  would  accom¬ 
pany  a  stEong  verbal  Gospd 
witness.  We  pray  too  that  God 
would  bring  reiu  peiM  to  the 
nation  and  that  neighboring 
countries  vrould  contribute  to 
that  peace  as  wril.’ 


To  leam  more  about  MB 


CONNECT: 

in  tub-Sahaten  Africa,  viart  subsaharanalricanpeoples  imb.ocg  and  africaatoriss.oom. 
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LetmebeginbywivinglluttliMU 

not  a  sutement  about  any  ath¬ 
letic  team  or  acbool  maa^-  It 

ia  actually  a  vetie  of  acripture,  PMijH 

plana  3:2.  Aa  a  youngater,  probably  m 
middle  elementary  ^ides,  I  renaember 
marking  thia  in  my  Bible.  I  had  no 
clue  aa  to  what  it  was  talking  abrat, 
but  I  was  fascinated  by  the  tact  that 
the  Bible  said,  'Beware  of  the  dog*. 

The  truth  is  these  dogs  that  the  Apt^le 

Paul  was  referring  to  were  people  who 
%vould  do  evil,  mess  yon  up,  lead  you 
astray  and  harm  you.  Th^  could  have 
been  people  who  were  religious  1^- 
ert  or  they  could  have  been  people 
were  in  or  around  the  church  who  did 
not  care  about  the  Lord  or  His  church, 
but  cared  about  themselves. 

Why  in  the  world  would  Paul  call 
them  dogs?  Wdtt,  you  have  to  under¬ 
stand  that  in  the  first  century  dop  were 

br  leas  domesticated  and  were  cAen- 

tiroes  just  pstfks  of  hounds  that  would 
roam  the  streete  finding  scruis  and 
base whesever they ooukL  Tbeywould 
harm  folks  who  would  try  to  bmher 
them.  They  oouM  be  mean  and  vicious, 
but  without  a  doubt  the  Apostle  Paul 
had  run  into  some  pet^^  like  diat 
I  must  confess  that  through  the  vears 
I  have  run  into  a  few  of  the  descendumts 

of  the  ones  that  Paul  met  and,  like  dogs 
tend  to  be,  they  were  either  barking  or 
growthm  about  something.  As  you  may 
know,  these  are  hundreds  of  breeds  of 
dogs.  There  are  different  aiaos,  shapes, 
length  of  hair  and  even  dispositions.  In 
this  verse  of  scripture,  Paul  says, ‘Be¬ 
ware  of  the  dogs.*  He  WM  sending  out 
a  warning  to  the  pet^ple  in  the  church. 
The  woi^  beware,  means  literally  to 
take  note  of  and  mark  them.  While  1 
cannot  name  aS  of  the  dogs  that  may 
abuw  up  in  and  around  die  church  or  at 


andatalUngdoc.  This  dog  ia  not 
always  noticM  and  mav  not  appear  to 
be  vidoos  until  he  suddenly  and  shock¬ 
ingly  almost  rips  your  lea  off.  But  do  not 
be  mistaken,  this  dog  is  dangerous,  and 
can  do  real  damage  to  the  congregation. 
One  nitdit  I  waa  making  a  visit,  and  aa 


Rex  Yancey  hea  announced 


Beware  of  the  Dogs 


I  got  out  of  my  car  and  was  walking  up 
toward  the  porch  there  waa  not  a  sound 
anywhcM  around.  It  appeared  that 
the  people  vvere  at  hoi^  hot  1  hardly 

even  thoi^  about  a  dog  being  there. 
Crouebedheside  a  post  and  almoA 
hidden  on  tbe  pordi  was  this  mednim 

sized  dog.  Aa  I  stepped  up  on  the  porch, 
he  did  not  growl  but  be  was  ferodotts. 

He  did  not  We  me  because  I  jumped 
straight  up,  six  feet  in  the  air.  Itwas 
a  new  Olympic  record.  Whenlcame 

down  be  still  did  not  get  me,  but  It  took 

me  .«evwsl  weeks  to  git  ont  the  heart 
atfcckthsthegaveme. 

1  tty  that  facstiously  because  I  did  net 
have  a  heart  attack.  But  I  can  promise 
you  this;  my  heart  was  racing  umplMii 
beats  b^nod  its  norm.  Whenthiskind 
of  dog  comes  to  diurdi,  be  is  not  there 
to  bebe^pfiil,  supportive  «r  encouraging. 
He  will  just  qui^,  afanort  in  steahb 
fashion,  move  about  waiting  for  an  op¬ 
portunity  to  bite. 

AmndaerdogdtatHiyveob- 


He  can  be  young,  old,  affectionate  and 
even  komewhatloyal,  but  mark  It  down 

heisgoingtobnrk.  _  , 

He  may  bark  about  the  giving  bong 

down  or  about  giving  too  much  to  sOTse 

miflistiy  or  work.  Hebarka 
Swtdtecfaott,  the  kida  making  mW  in 

the  service,  people  not  being  ttimful  in 
ttteodiDce  or  aboiit  the  kujias  Of  p®o^ 
diat  have  started  coming  to  the  chnreh. 
He  wiD  bark  because  the  psmor  has  ^ 
diere  too  tong.  At  other  tunes,  he  wiB 
bark  because  tbe  pastor  did  not  stay  long 
enough.  The  temperature,  tbe  muatc  and 
the  length  of  tbe  sennoT  win  an  act  him 
off.  Itis  probably  good  to  remertefiiat 
some  dogs  go  bear  r .  ating  and  othera 
just  bark  at  the  moon. 

Another  dog  tihat  you  nure  ^ 
counter  fa  an  uniumal  breed  of  dog 
diat  1  can  die  growUng  taO  wagger. 


At  the  same  time  their  tail  is  wn 
M  though  thqr  were  wricomlng 


yard  and  he  bai&  A  lemMls  out  of  ^ 
tree,  a  door  squeals,  a  car  honks,  a  siren 
blow  or  some  people  just  meander  by 
tbe  bouse  on  the  sMewalk  and  he  barks 
and  barks.  He  is  not  realW  a  bad  doc. 
And  though  you  may  not  be  aware  cf  it, 
he  has  been  known  to  come  to  church. 


a  wnur. 

It  is  hard  to  know  if  this  dog  is  ex¬ 
tremely  vicious  or  wonderfully  hospi¬ 
table.  His  exposed  teeth  My  one  thing 
and  his  wasemg  tan  announces  anodier. 
AUbougb  ora  is  not  your  normal  run  of 
tbe  kennd  dog,  you  no  doubt  will  run 
into  some  of  umm  creaturea  aometinve. 


Ibe  best  thiite  that  1  can  tdi  you  ie  jmt  to 
bethoughtfiuva«dk)U8.  Theymaynot 
WeyouataS.  Their  tail  maybe  tefling 
die  truth  and  their  face  just  happened  to 
be  squhnehed  up  with  dieir  teeth  show¬ 
ing.  On  the  other  hand,  you  could  end 
up  without  a  band  and  learn  later  that 
&  tail  was  diaconnected  from  his  angry 
brain.  So  approadi  carefully! 

One  last  dog  that  you  nay  run 
into  ia  the  lovfaig,  Im  dog. 

Many  people  love  this  kind  of  dog 
because  they  seem  to  be  good,  qiuet 
companions.  They  donotfiissorftnlic, 
but  a  pack  of  diiei^  could  be  ooming 
into  tfaehooae  and  at  best  fbw  may  raise 
their  head  and  look  at  diem.  They  are  DC* 
particulariy  good  in  a  crisis.  Tbeywould 
not  announce  that  there  was  a  problem 
in  or  outside  of  die  house.  Tbeyspend 
most  of  their  lives  just  ww^  to  eat 
and  drink  when  you  provide  It  for  them. 
Occasionally,  tb^  wiD  look  around  But 

if  dogs  are  me  tedpiente  of  any  spiritual 
gifts,  theirs  fe  just  sitting  down  and  d^ 
nodiing.  They  iiaytemxtty^ and 
may  even  be  expensive  dogs,  W  they  do 
very  litde  aW  contribi^  very  hide  other 
than  occasioiiidly  smiUng  at  you. 

Now  if  by  dianee  you  run  into  this  dog 
inyourownchurch,youiiw«cour- 

age  them  and  prod  them  a  nttle  bit  to  be 

moreaedve.  But  do  not  expect  them  to 
I  bereedreaponxivetoaiqrdungortoany 
program  Many  time.  Do  notbe  discour- 
!  agM  that  diWrenpoose  to  whatever 
is  going  on  in  the  Kingdom  of  God  is 
hide  more  than  a  yawn  or  an  occssionsl 
scratdifDraflea. 

Of  course,  there  are  many  ooier  types 
of  dm  that  may  show  up  and  be  s  pert 
oftfaecircieofourlive^  Some  are  very 

dangerous  and  others  just  seem  to  be 

P—ing  by.  Now  before  you  get  your 

binociihrs  out  and  start  suryeyu^  yow 
churA  or  somebody  else’a  church  to  M 
vAtolkind  of  dogs  may  Miow  im.  it  miff 
'  be  more  important  to  take  a  nance  in  tbe 

mirror  and  ask,  “Well,  what  land  of  dc« 

ami?*  It  would  not  hurt  to  ask  die  lord 
to  help  you  see  dearly  your  own  actions 
and  attitudes. 

The  author  can  be  contacted  at  dirte- 

tions^mbeborg. 


Staff  Changes 


rUCKETT 
CHUtICH, 
RANKIN 
ASSOCIATION, 
has  calfed  Marcus 
Clay  Canoy  as 
Pastor  affsictive 
March  2.  Picturad 
ara  McCoy, 
wife  Whitney) 
and  children, 
Kaylaigh,  Nolan, 
and  Jaaa. 


In  othsr  Staff  Maws; 

►  Mark  Sandifer  has  ioin^ 
the  staff  of  Country  wood* 
Church,  Byram  as  Dfedpleship 
&  Missioas  Pastor.  Mark  pre¬ 
viously  served  as  Missions  Pi^ 
tor  at  Morrison  Heights  Baptist 
Church  in  Clinton.  Mark  is  * 
graduate  of  Mississippi  College 
and  New  Orieans  Baph^  Theo- 
logpcal  Seminary. 


Bible  study  makes  debut  with 


latest  movie  on  life  of  Christ 


WPWFK  OCFV  CX  YCV  SN  LQFW;  RW  SN-^ 


G  NRSWAV  QDEC  ERWB  ERGE  LQE 


ERWSF  EFQNE  SD  RSB 


LFCPWFHN  ERSFEK:  XSPW 


Clue:  K=Y 

Have  fim  wUterfgttography  and  exertite  knowt- 

edge.  A  King  Jama  Versipn  Bible  vtrmkmbren  'encoded  bg 
letter  eubetitutUm.  The  same  letter  is  substituted  throughout 
the  puxxle.  Solve  by  trial  and  error.  Answer  to  last  w^'s 
puade:  Isaiah  55:11 
Ay  Chwte  Mtrx.  If  12-2004.0  200S 


***  listn  IN 

RICK  WARREN 


THi  llM  Of  )»%Ut  IN  YOU 

RICK  WARREN 


Feb.  IS  twoweek*  before  the  Topic*  indude  baptism,  tempta-  The  couple  said  they  hope 

two,  suffaing,  death,  resurrec-  the  movie  draws  generations 
Son^G^^TbeUfeof  Jew  tion  and  ministry.  of  people  doaer  to  Jesus.  “We 

m  You,  tt  a  pVP  smaB  gitny  Bi-  Scenes  from  the  movie  such  don’t  want  the  experience  to  end 
We  stwn,  whim  features  War-  „  Jesus  befog  baptized  by  John  for  audiences  vvben  the  cied- 
ren  explafoinf  how  wm  can  fiM  .  Baptist  will  help  illustrate  its  roll,’  Burnett  said.  “Tbere  is 
ycurputpiMinAudyingtMbK  eaditopit  so  muA  to  learn  from  and  ap- 

of  Jesua.  Tne  study  is  amiable  ^  Ood  jg  the  second  [dy  to  our  eveiyday  lives  in  the 

at  UfcWay  Stores  and  LifeWay.  Bible-based  production  from  things  Jesus  did  and  sauL  So-the 
com/SonofGod.  Downey  and  Burnett.  Tbe  first  companion  study  is  essential  for 

•There's  notfong  more  wasTheBiWe.thehistoiy-malc- 

portant  you  can  do  with  your  life  jpo  miniaeries  pn  the  History 
dun  trending  time  getting  to  channel  viewed  by  inoce  than 
know  Jesus,’  said  Warren,  who  iqo  milli^  people  last  spring, 
abo  leads  the  Purpose  Driven  Burnett  said  bringing  the 
Network  of  churches,  a  global  fuB  story  of  Jesus'  teaming  and 
coalition  ofcongregations  in  162  mini^  to  the  b^  screen  —  the 
countries.  first  time  i^s  been  done  by  a  ma- 

Througb  the  Son  of  God  jar  Hollywood  studio  in  more 
study,  people  will  receive  practi-  than  so  years  — is  loiu  overdue, 
cal  teaming  on  the  life  of  Jesus  *A  story  laigsr  than  Ule  rue ' 
and  ha  impact  on  iadMdnal  be  enierlenced  larger  than 
Uvea  aiKl  life  purpoae.  Jems'  hesakL 
teaching'  transforms  from  the  Tfow  people  can  btiiu 
inside  out*  family,  friends  and  neighM 

Ttu  six-session  study  features  ermenenoe  tiuether  the  iiM 
vidm  dips  from  the  dreabrical  iWe  story  of  Jesus,’  Dm 
movie  and  videos  from  Warren  said.  “We  pray  dris  film  will 
explaining  Jesua’  teachings  and  ly  spread  the  word  *b^ 
their  impact  on  people’*  lives,  love  and  sacrifice  for  all  of  i 


the  life  lessons  of  Jesus'  minis- 


Downey,  an  Emmy-nominat¬ 
ed  actress,  is  best  known  for  her 
recurring  role  on  the  television 
program.  Touched  by  an  Angel. 
Burnett,  a  five-time  Emmy  win¬ 
ner,  is  the  creator  of  hit  shows 
such  aa  Survivor,  The  Voice,  The 
Apprentice,  and  Shark  Tank. 

Ttie  cmqAe  laonched  U(^- 
Worfcers  Media  in  son  with  the 
children's  DVD  and  book  series 
irsto  tUtdeAngds  and  its  companion, 
cred-  Litde  Angds  Storybook  Bible, 
mta  LightWoikers  Media  produced 
nii-  the  lo-hour  mfoiseries  The  Bi- 
esus'  We  and  die  feature  film  Son  of 
IS."  God  for  20th  Century  Fox. 
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COVMMnrON  -  JEFF  OAVIS  ASSOCIAnOW  Upward  BaaketbaH  andad  f*  2i^ 
aaaaon  wWi  an  awarda  catabratJon.Tha  kida  ware  racognbad  for  thair  baaketball  aWlla,  BiWa 
varaa  mamory  work,  attd  goo^  aportamanahip. 
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Tha  Brotharhood  of  FLEASAMT  RIDOE  CHURCH,  WOOD-  ^ 
LAND,  aarvad  a  Valantina  braakfaat  Sfwwn,  front,  are  Floyd 
Pumphray,  John  Woodruff,  Carter  Bliven,  and  George  VVash- 
ington;  ba^  Lewia  Eaater,  Frank  Woodruff,  Wade  Mathis,  Jon  { 
Artadga,  and  Fraitk  Gragg.  — »v  - 


Tha  JOY  (Just  Older  Youth)  group  from 

PtNSVtSM  CHURCH.  HATTWSBUIMa. 

WlUt«m  Carey  UnivaralW  the 
>Nmmm  emm^  Caoew  ^  ^  ' 
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FIRST  CHURCH,  BRtICS,  hoatad  Oabby 
Ackerman,  national  WMU  praaidant  at  the 
Area  IV  WMU  fall  maatiitg.  Shown,  front  are 
Judy  Andaraon  and  Adcwmsn;  back.  Janet 
Green  and  Kay  Castibry. 
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BRANDON 
BAPTIST  CHURCH 

SUNDAY  MARCH  2,  2014 
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CALVAffT  CHUffCHe  SUMMITa  held  e  Valentine  Perty  Feb.  9  for  the  chifdren't  deeeee.  I 
Activitief  induded  meUng  eerde  for  the  mireing  homea  etory  time,  plcturee*  pim.  and  more,  j 
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CHURCH,  MORTON, 
held  Ha  2nd  annual 
ChildranY  Miniatry 
Day  Fab.  16.  Tha  day 
inchidad  BIbla  study, 
music,  and  miaaionB 
oppottunWsa.Tha  paa 
tidpants  aaasmbiad 
and  daUvarad  bags  to 
tha  CrWa  PragnaiKy 
Canter  in  Fot^  and 
mads  door  hang¬ 
ars  for  raaidsnts  of 
tha  MS  Cara  Canter, 
Morton.  Thera  ware  43 
total  participants. 


. . 


Just  for  the  Record 


'<3*  The  RA*  «nd  GAs  of 
MCLAUMN  HEIGHTS 
CHURCH,  PEARL, 
sporMorod  Lunch  With  Lottie 
in  November  arKi  received 
$1043.03  in  donations  for 
the  Lottie  Moon  Christmas 
Offering'. 


Twenty  Sertior  Sunday 'School  members  of  <  ALVARY 
CHURCH,  ROGUE  CHfTTO,  enjoyed  a  night  of  food  and 
fellowship  at  Shivers  Creek  Fish  House. 


^iSAudioujc 


The  4  and  5  year  olds  of  CALVARY  CHURCH,  VICKSRURG. 
made  Valentine  prafts  for  their  parents. 


Join  tliotisanda  of  men  father’s  Day  weekend  as  are  dig  Into  God's  word  to 
team  w^t  It  means  to  *8e  That  Man  •  the  man  that  God  has  called  yo«  to  be. 

ufMfwif  f;DiniRONMEN.0RG  '/  800.475.0814 
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LifeWay  Research:  Americans  concerned  about  religious  liberty 

_ more  agH«Mive  wlicy  creates 

NASHVHif  (BP)  -  A  pair  a  sensed crisis  *ne  said. 


NASHVNJ^  (Bf»l  -  A  pair 
of  UfcWay  Research  surveys 
found  that  both  American  pas^ 
tors  and  other  Americans  say 
religious  liberty  is  important, 
but  they  don’t  always  agree  on 
how  much  liberty  is  enough  or 
too  much. 


Among  l^dtestant  Pastors 


10% 


Chrlstisns 
hare  won 
Uio  ciritia*  war 


tha  oiltHra  war 


U.S.  Supreme  Court  bearings 
invoWmg  ‘he  privately-owned 
Hobby  Lobby  company  and  the 
Oltoma  Administration  over 
the  U.S.  Health  and  Human 
Services  contraceptive  man¬ 
date,  which  forces  insurance 
plans  to  cover  drugs  that  can 
induce  abortion.  n 

Hobby  Lobby  is  fighting 
the  mandate,  and  the  case  is 
slated  to  be  heard  by  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court.  It's  a  dispute 
that  ia  unlikely  to  go  away, 
no  matter  what  the  Supreme 
Court  decides. 

American  preachers,  it  turns 
out,  are  more  than  a  bit  uneasy 
about  rdigious  liberty  these 
days,  socotding  to  LifeWsy 
Rreeatch,  a  division  of  Life- 
Way  ChriAisn  Reaources  of  the 
Southern  Bap^  Convention 
headquartered  in  Nashville. 


Survey  results 

The  survey  found  that  sw- 
en  out  of  10  senior  pariors  at 

Protestant  churches  said  reli-  *w,w 

gious  Uberty  U  on  the  decline  ,..1®  *5*»‘96oe,  nearly  Wfo- 
gTimtii  tk  vut  e^  fo  to  thadS-gf  Amenc^^Jr^ 

m  kmn%  the  culture  war.  Itie  ^  the  Dopulation, 

telephone  survey  of  Protestant  to  tne  CrOieraJ  ho- 

seniorpastors  was  taken  Sept  <a«l  Surw.  Fewer  Protestants 
4-ip,  2013.  means  1m  cultural  power, 

£vmty  percent  agree  with  Stetrer  said.  . .  _  . 

the  aUtement,  'Religious  Ub-  .  In  the  he  said.  Oina- 
erty  is  on  die  decline  in  Amer-  ~  »“«  P^estants  m  par¬ 

ies.’  Twenty-aeven  percent  ticular  —  took  it  for  mnted 
disagree.  S<S-identlfied  even-  that  Amen^  woi^  look 
gelical  pastors  (81*)  are  more  to  the  diurdi  for  guidance  on 
uki^  to  scree  th*n  msinliiie  niorsl  issues*  OiuraMs,  he  ssia, 
p  pastoTsU^^  were  seen  as  being  (pood  for  80- 

p.  Researdien  alao  asked  pas-  aety  and  so  were  given  special 
Bk  tors  to  respond  to  this  ques-  privilegM  like  exempooue  from 
H  tion;  "Many  Christiao  leaders  taxes  and  odier  laws. 

have  talked  about  society  being  "Even  if  People  did  not  go 
•  in  a  culture  war.  Rcgardleaa  of  to  church,  they  loo^  to  the 
bow  you  feel  about  nun  tenni-  church,”  Stetier  explained, 
oology,  how  would  you  explain  That’s  no  longer  the  cate  as 
the  current  situation?’  ttie  government  and  culture  no 


Clirbnan> 
are  losing 
theculturawai 


CiMfstlans 
havelost 
'  the  cuHere  war 


Nearly  six  in  10  (S^)  say 
Christians  are  loaing.  Oiie  in  10 
(llX)  say  the  culture  war  is  al¬ 
ready  loM.  Few  (loX)  say  Chris¬ 
tians  are  winniiig  the  culture  unae  wv  ■  imu  uim;  m 
war.  Evangelical  paaton  (79X)  founding  of  the  country,  brti 
ate  more  ukely  than  mainnne  GodandAinerica.'heaaid.' 

pastors  (60%)  to  aw  Chnatiaiis  pact  has  been  hroken.*_ _ 

■re  losing  nr  have  (oat  die  cul¬ 
ture  war. 

Mainline  pastors  (30X)  are 
also  most  likely  to  say  they 
'drm’t  know’  when  asked 
about  the  culture  war.  By  con¬ 
trast,  13X  of  evannelicau  said 
they  don’t  know.  Overall,  one 
in  nve  pastors  (19X)  said  they 
don’t  know. 

Shifting  America 

Some  of  the  unease  about 
religious  liberty  is  due  to  shifts 


were  seen  ea  being  good  for  eo- 
ciety  and  so  were  givm  special 
privileges  like  exemptfone  from 
taxes  and  odier  laws. 

’Even  if  People  did  not  go 
to  church,  they  looked  to  m 
church,’  Metier  explained. 

That’s  no  longer  the  cate  as 
die  government  and  culture  no 
longer  defer  to  Protestant  Chris- 
dans,  which  makea  pastoct  and 
their  oonnegations  nervona. 

*Thqr  fete  like  in  some  wm 
diere  was  a  pact  made  at  m 
founding  of  the  eountiy,  between 
God  anoAinetica,' he  aiud. -That 
pact  has  been  broken.* 

That’s  not  ell  bad  news, 
Stetzer  said.  'The  feet  that 
‘Cbriatian’  ia  not  just  a  de¬ 
mographic  category  can  have 
a  positive  side,'  Stetzer  said, 
as  it  means  that  Protestants 
and  other  Christians  have  to 
be  more  active  in  living  out 
their  faith. 

It  alao  has  political  and  so¬ 
cial  conaeoueiiocs,  as  a  sixablc 
number  of  notestants  and  oth¬ 


er  Chriatians  run  into  condicta 
vrith  socsetal  norms  on  iasucs 
like  sexuality  and  marriage  end 
other  issues. 

Protestants  have  to  think 
throu^  a  new  strategy  that  de¬ 
fends  their  rdifoous  nnerty  but 
alao  acknowledges  that  con¬ 
flict,  Stetxer  said 

Several  recent  court  bat¬ 
tles  also  may  play  a  role,  said 
Thomas  Kidd,  professor  of 
history  at  Baylor  University, 
and  author  of  God  of  Uberty: 
A  Religioiu  History  of  the 
American  Revolution. 

Kidd  pointed  to  the  Hobby 
Lobby  case  as  well  as  the  Su¬ 
preme  Court’s  2012  Hosanna- 


Tabor  ruling.  Both  involve 
disputes  between  the  govern¬ 
ment  and  reKgioos  groups 
over  exemptions  feoili  fede^ 
law.  In  bm  cases,  religious 
Uberty  was  aeen  as  less  impor¬ 
tant  than  other  issues  like  non¬ 
discrimination  or  beahheare, 
Kidd  said. 

’There’s  a  real  sense  that 
something  has  changed  dra¬ 
matically,  be  said.  'Some 
questions  about  the  meaning 
of  religious  liberty  ere  now 
in  jj^sy." 

ThM  court  battles,  as  wdl 
as  the  dedine  in  Protestant 
cultural  power,  can  make  pas¬ 
tors  nervous.  ’Less  dout  plus 

a 


more  agH«»ive  TOucy  craiica 
a  sensem  crisis,*  lie  said. 

People’s  mood  gloomy 

UfeWay  researchers  also 
found  similar  concerns  about 
rdigious  Uberty  in  e  sepa¬ 
rate  telephone  survey  of  1.001 
Ameiicaiis,  conducted  Sept. 
6-10,  2013. 

More  than  half  (54X)  agrre 
with  the  statement,  “Reli- 
gioua  liberty  is  on  the  dedine 
m  America;  About  four  in  to 
■(38%)  disagree.  Half  {50X) 
abo  agree  with  the  statement: 
'Christians  increasiiigly  are 
confronted  by  intolerance  in 
America  today.’  Thirty  nine 
percent  disagree. 

Researchers  alao  found 
aiout  a  third  of  Americans 
(MK)  say  (Kristians  com- 
glpin  too  much  about  how 
1 10  are  treated. 

dtatt  MoConneU,  vice  prea- 
cnl  of  LifeWay  Research,  said 
coneenis  about  rdigious  lib- 
arty  have  become  wioeroread. 

T  Half  of  Americans  say  that  ne- 

tgiotts  liberty  ia  on  the  dedine. 
iMt's  a  lot  of  people.’ 

Many  of  the  new  freedom.s 
Amarieuw  want  are  less  eom- 
)  ttflfle  vrith  religion,  McCo- 
ikimB  said.  Freedoms  always 
have  limits,  he  added,  and 
Americans  disagm  about 
how  to  weigh  religious  Uberty 
against  other  concerns. 

'It's  not  that  people  don’t  g 
i»re  kboM  fdigton  Mierty.'Wi 
that  other  values  are  seen  as 
more  important' 

Methodologieg 

Thef  telephone  survey  of 
1,007  ProtMtant  pastors  was 
. conducted  Lept  4-19,  2013. 
The  calUng  liat  was  randomly 
drawn  from  a  stratified  liat  of 
Protestant  churches.  Each  in¬ 
terview  was  conducted  with 
the  senior  pastor,  minister, 
or  priest  of  tne  church  called. 
Responses  were  weighted  to 
reflect  the  geographic  distri¬ 
bution  ana  OMiomiaatioiial 
groups  of  Protestant  church¬ 
es.  Tlie  sample  provides  95X 
confidence  that  the  sampling 
error  does  not  exceed  plus  or 
minus  3.1  percentage  points. 
Margins  of  error  are  higher  in 
.  sub-groups. 

The  telepbone  survey  of 
,  1,001  aduh  Americans  was 
]  conducted  Sept  6-10,  20^. 

,  Interviewi  were  conducted  m 
either  En^iah  or  Spanish.  Both 
listed  and  unlisted  numbers 
were  called  and  appraxiiiiately 
aoX  of  the  sample  was  rnKhed 
by  cell  phone.  Reqxmaes  were 
*  weighted  by  age,  gender,  edu¬ 
cation,  nM^HisiMic  ethnic- 
^  i^,  region,  and  CBSA  market 

S  size  to  more  accurately  reflect 
*'  the  population.  The  aampW 
provides  515X  confidence  that 
11  the  sampfang  error  does  not  ex- 
t  ceed  plus  of  minus  3.1  percent- 
r  age  points.  Margins  of  error 
s  are  higher  in  subgroups'.* 
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I  I|U>  One  who  is  ihc  w.iv,  Iriilh,  and  lilc. 

sh.iri-  the  Inllciwini'  pr.Wfr  with  (.od 
in  vinir  nw  n  words; 
lord.  I  .idinit  thiit  I  in>i‘d  \oii.  d  h.ivo  sinni'd.l 
2.  I  want  lon>i\ cncss  lor  on  sins- 
.10(1  in  .  (lorn  irotn  clcrn.il  dcalli,  ;|  rcpcnl.l 
k  -  *  •  Indicvc  (csus  died  .uid  rose  ir(»m  Ihc 

grave  to  lorgivc  on  sjns  and  In  restore 
m\  relationship  with  von. 
'I  helieve  in  lesus.i 
By  faith,  I  invite  lesns  {  hrisi  into  mv  life, 
fime  on,  I  want  In  live  in  .1  loving  relationship 
Him.  1 1  re(  eiv  e  (  hrisi  as  mv  S.iv  ior  and  I  ord.  1 
to  t<(e/n  hi  1,MW  Ihi  ri'^ht  1,1  hr,  „mr  ,  hihhrn  ,,I 
n  III  t/i.ise  n/to  hrhr\,'  in  n.inir.  /o/i;;  f,  /_»j 
risi  liiil.n,  ,  I  ,1  |,„  ,,|  SouIIk  rn  It.iplisi  ,  |,i,r(  h 

•  or  spiritual  goidaiu  e. 


f  rom 


iOLLAPSE 

int.  from  p.  1 

alay  vrfaere  aome  of  the 
1  in  the  building  at  die 
the  oc^pse - *  — 


^  a  voy  different  kind 
of  Sunday  aemee  could  have 
nm  neoMnty,  given  the  nature 
« the  coUapw  and  the  number 
of  peopfe  involved.  *We’ie  going 


ic  nve  testimony  *  involved.  *Wc*re  going 

tleoverance  from  ^  thanking  the 

delivenng  ua  from  that  pos¬ 
sibility,’ he  said. 

at  tte  anvice  who  do  not  •  churA’s  marquee  sign, 
--  - j  rMulariy,  who  owunted  in  front  of  the  sammi- 

ra  »!>-“  - - -  _j  ^  next  door  to  the  Family  Life 

Center,  contained  a  mewig. 
e  in-  {py  *»»  placed  there  some  time 
t  be-  "™’®  Wednesday  evening 

I  not  onsis:  TYust  in  the  lord  that 
!  last  Jsw  ^  have  peace  and  imder- 

standing.  ’  The  8^  now  has  spe- 
as  a  oisltnooning  to  ttiurefa  members 

-  --  r — , — - udier-  *no  non-members  alUce. 

^  ‘AD  the  people  who  came  to 

n^ra  of  thw  involved,  the  wonhip  service  on  Sunday 
FTOtude  of  the  congrega-  saw  that  message,’ Davis  said. 
^  the  presentation  of  &  If  s  too  early  to  know  what 

^  _ ,,  IfPP®  to  the  present  Fam- 

^  mwha  lepor^  that  fly  life  Center  structure,  DavU 

I  one  thing  for 

le  center  at  the  tune  of  the  sure. 

There  yttn  ik)  injuries  ‘Freedom  Baptist  Church  win 


KHlt  tbeir  i _ _  aavt*. 

im  through  the  grace  of  Gol' 
There  were  parents  and  oth- 
s  at  the  service  who  do  not 
tend  church  i  ~ 
ord  those  testimonies  «nH 
tofssed  us  worshipping  and 
wlcing  God.  If  notfer  ffie  in- 
kmt  tm  Wednesday  ni^t  be- 
«,  many  <k  diem  womd  not 
'^,been  in  church  with  us  last 
nday  ’ Davis  said. 


fbmission  Guidelines 

be  Baptist  Rscord 


State  (jonventions  also  are 
streamlining  staff.  From  2000- 
13,  the  number  of  state.conven- 
tion  staff  has  dro^ied  from 
C750  to  1,350  Page  reported, 
pome  conventions  are  oecom- 
uig  ’extremely  focueed’  to  bet¬ 
ter  meet  the  needs  of  churches, 
be  added. 

*Now  some  of  them  say,  “We 
didn’t  have  a  ch^.  We  had 
to.  The  money  quit  (ximing  in,’ 
but  some  have  done  this  pur- 
poaefully„.  State  convenmna 


that  we  might  touch  this  lost 
world  for  Christ.’ 

Wtil*  giving  patterns  and 
trends  rantinue  to  fluctuate, 
PSM  said  he  will  remain  firm 
on  M  commitment  to  promot¬ 
ing  the  Cooperative  Prqpam. 

I  know  that  (diur^  giving 
IS  different  these  (fays  nut  1 
will  not  back  away  from  what 
I  believe  is  the  best  Acts  i;8 
strategy  that  [Southeni  Bap¬ 
tists]  ever  had...  I  will  tell  you 
I’m  excited  about  the  unity  that 
we’ve  had  in  this  body  1^  the 
^irit,  a  passion  for  reaching 
thia  world  for  Christ  and  I’m 
excited  about  it.’ 


Pfeaasd  to  pubfcit)  oMvs  aiKf 

varsa  ifiart  taka  pisoa  in  rvygisistknj 
.  l>p(fttsfi«CofWBriiio(i.Nawel»8«*«a 

o/or  photographa  dapicling  bwisfhs  and  activltiea  tor  aacuk 

outsida  organaationa  wii  not  ba  puMthad. 

Prefanad  malfiod:  navn  may  tia  lubmittad  afectrontcaNy 
tha  amail  addreaa  batow.  and  mutt  ba  inchidad  in  tha 
tsaaga  aagmaiU  of  an  »<nail  form.  Sacondary  martiod:  nawa 

lybatypawrittanornaadvprintadanB  1/2  by  ll-inch  papt 

If  maiiad.  All  articlaa  nHot  ba  racaivad  in  writing;  no  artidas 


►ttaehmanti  in  JPEG  format  are  parmiaaibla.  ^ 

I  Plaaaa  maica  articlaa  conciaa.  foduda  tha  who,  what.  whan.  1 
r'*'*'*  ‘I*®*  of  tha  Mary,  along  with  a  contact  paraon’t 
sddrata  and  tataphona  numbar. 

Photogtaphi  mutt  ba  aubmittad  atoctronicaNy  via  amail  aa 
■Usehmanta  in  JPEG  format.  Hard  copy  phototpapha  maiiad 
through  tha  poMal  sarvica  wil  not  ba  accaplad.  Phologrepha 

•tHiat  ba  daar.  diarp.  and  vvalHightad  .  Photographs  rnust  (fep« 

Poopfa-  No  landscapa-.  buildaig-.  or  obiacKinly  phoSognphs 
w«  ba  prirgad.  Photographs  corgaiping  inapprapriato  paatisai 
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Good  Work*  Genes/s  1:28;  2:8-9,  15-17 


UtmIK  front  day  one,  God  has 
nxxMed  for  lur  tha  ^ue  and  tmpor- 
tanee  of  work.  The  Word  of  God  bqpBs 
with  The  Work  of  God  as  He  bnnn 
forth  all  of  crMtioa.  God  made  ue 
earth  and  filled  it.  God  made  the  skies 
and  filled  them.  God  made  the  seas 
and  filled  them.  This  h<^  work  of  God 
culminated  in  the  creation  of  man. 

I  fully  realize  that  Genesis  v:l  does 
not  begin  with  The  Trinity  singing  to¬ 
gether,  *Heij^  Ho,  Heigh  Ho,  if  8  off  to 
work  we  go:  However,  joyfully  step¬ 
ping  in  time  with  the  example  of  our 
Creator,  we  will  be  reminded  through 
these  leurms  that  the  plan  of  God  in¬ 
cluded  the  responaibility  of  meaning¬ 
ful  work  and  t^  value  and  balance 
achieved  when  work  is  accompanied 
with  times  of  worshipful  rest 

Genesis  1:36  shows  that  BEFORE 
God  made  mankind,  the  plan  was  for 
man  to  be  a  worker.  *Let  Us  make  man 
in  Our  image,  hex  them  (present  man 
and  future  man)  rule  over  the  crea¬ 
tures  of  the  tea  and  the  sky  and  the- 
earth.’  GM  designed  his  worker  then 
cremed  him.  iuwr  a  blessina,  man 
was  also  commanded  to  be  fruitful 
and  multiply  and  fill  the  earth  and 
subdue  it. 

God  c^ted  a  garden  called  *1^ 
light*  which  is  the  meaning  of  the 
word  Eden.  Work  was  never  intended 


to  be  drudgery.  Genesis  a-.ts  lives 
the  first  job  descripaioa  recorded  in 
scripture.  Cod  took  the  man  and  pot 
the  man  in  the  garden.  His  lob  was  to 
cultivate  (serve)  and  keep  (preserve) 
the  urden.  No  salary  was  discussed. 
The  job  description  was  to  live  in 
harmony  with  the  employer  with  no 
competition.  Sounds  like  a  thirteenth 
floor  comer  office  job  with  a  leather 
chair  and  a 


lies  for  Life 

Becky  Brown 


great  win¬ 
dow  view 
to  me. 

Please 
notice  that 
work  is 
not,  I  re¬ 
peat  NOT, 
a  curse. 

Before  the 
fall,  work 

was  the  beautiful  red  bow  surround¬ 
ing  the  creation  package  presented 
to  man  by  his  Creator.  Work  sms  de¬ 
signed  to  be  our  partnership  with  the 
Creator  Himself  Who  made  ns  and 
called  us  and  assigned  us  tasks  to  ac¬ 
complish.  There  was  a  break  time  in 
the  cod  of  the  evening  of  each  day. 
The  workers  would  meet  together  and 
tvalk  side-by-aide  with  the  Creator  m 
the  garden  and  revel  in  the  relation¬ 
ship  this  work  provided-  plant,  tend. 


grow,  enjoy.  There  was  a  blessed 
routine  with  dtis  work  that  brought 
comfort  and  encouraged  growth  aM 
devrlopment  through  mutual  sharing. 

Every  meaningful  job  description 
contains  prohibitions.  The  nee  of  the 
knowle^e  of  good  and  evil  was  off 
limits.  The  amazing  thing  about  the 
prohibition  was  this:  only  ONE  TREE 
was  off  limiU.  The  garden  was  filled 
with  free¬ 
dom  to 
make 
the  right 
choice. 
After 
Adam  had 
named 
all  of  the 
c  r  e  a  - 
tales,  God 
blessed 
him  with  a  true  co-worker  named  Eve. 
Adam  told  Eve  about  the  fine  print  of 
hia  job  description,  bui  they  wen-  both 
tempted  to  ipiore  it  by  the  first  door- 
to-door  sales  pitch  that  slid  uninvited 
through  the  garden  gate.  They  took  the 
bait  and  ate  the  forbidden  fhiit. 

God  was  not  interested  in  work¬ 
man’s  compensation  when  He  had  r^ 
quired  woreman's  cooperation.  Their 
ded^n  to  vMate  company  policy  wm 
an  eviction  notice  which  landed  them 


sauareW  outside  the  service  entrance 
to  rtie  garden.  Work  that  was  designed 
by  God  to  produce  joy  and  fulfillment 
now  came  at  a  price  of  tbomes,  this¬ 
tle  blood,  sweat  and  tears. 

dod  was  not  done  idth  His  perfect 
work.  God  planned  befstv  time  to  send 
His  Son  Jesus  to  complete  the  work 
necessary  to  restore  His  certato-to- 
be-broken  working  relationship  with 
man.  The  real  work  was  always  in  the 
heart  of  (M.  Dimilayed  in  the  life  of 
Jeans  araa  work  that  only  God  could 
do.  From  His  famous  words,  'Mom,  I 
must  be  about  mv  Father's  Business!' 
at  age  twelve  aU  die  way  to,  ’Father,  It 
is  miabed!'  from  the  cross,  Jesus  was 
working  on  our  behalf  to  restore  the 
relationship  between  God  and  man. 

Rij^t  now,  (M  The  Holy  Spirit  Is 
at  work  drawing  all  men  to  God  The 
Son  Jesus  Who  will  point  them  to  God 
The  Father.  The  Trinity  is  an  eternally 
perf^  working  partnership.  God  still 
calls  His  creanra  to  join  His  team. 
Tragically,  we  jostle  for  position  and 
step  on  le^r  folks  and  pM  our  retire¬ 
ment  accounts  and  grin  all  the  way  to 
the  bank.  God  calls  us  back  to  Euan, 
the  place  of  delight.  He  wants  us  to 
wort  WITH  Him. 

Brouin  is  ttoff  evangeKst  at  First 
Ctiurch,  kichhna 


MESSENGER 

cont.  tnm  p.  1 

Cooperative  Fromm,  desig¬ 
nated  gifts  throu^  the  Execu¬ 
tive  Committee  for  convention 


causes,  or  to  any  SBC  entity, 

■  One  additional  measen- 

get  for  each  $6,000  the  d>n^ 

contributes  In  the  preceding 
year  through  the  same  combi¬ 
nation  of  the  Cooperative  Pro¬ 


gram,  designated  gifts  through 
the  Executive  Committee  for 
convention  ceuaea,  or  to  any 
SBC  entity. 

The  $6,000  figure  was  ar¬ 
rived  at  by  adjusting  for  infla¬ 


tion  and  other  factors  since 
iSBB.  It  is  meant  to  be  com¬ 
parable  to  the  $350  flgnrc  ad¬ 
opted  136  yeers  ago. 

Additio^  up^tes  to  Ar¬ 
ticle  III  will  be  discussed,  with 


a  ()liA  on  the  matter  to  appear 
in  SBC  Life  magaxlne  and  oth¬ 
er  outlets  at  the  request  of  SBC 
President  Fred  Luter,  pastm 
of  Franklin  Avenue  (%urch  in 
New  Orleans. 
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ThrM  tponsored  kids  spMl  a  few  houre  rocking  in  a 
*Roek-a-Thon*  to  raise  mortey  for  youth  activitiw  at  NEW 
^  BETHEL  CHUIICH.CAIIIIOLL  COUNTY.  They  are,  from 

left,  Hannah  Hicks  hoiding  Cadi-Une  Goes:  Abby  Swindle  g,  Studenta  from  mST  CHURCH.  EUPORA.  were  among  hundreds  of  teenagers  participating 
;>5i' hoWlttg  Carlie  Hopkins;  and  Annie  Brower.  S  the  Webster  County  DiadpieNow  weekend  at  First  Church,  Mathiston.  Fab.  14  - 16. 

”  In  Other  Church  News: 

>■  Hrat  Churcti,  Lasmbarton,  will 
host  die  Florida  in  concert  Feb.  Q 
28,  7  p.m.  Love  offering.  John  R.^ 
Sapp,  pastor,  g  v 


ETHB.  CHURCH,  ETHEL,  held  a  baby  dMptfon  Feb.  2 
for  Anaiea  and  WHker  Whaejeet,  Clark  CauWNn.  Rye  Ed¬ 
wards,  Addison  Varner,  and  Case  Pettit.  Present  In  the  photo 
with  the  children  ere  paetor  Joey  Bernard  and  the  par  was. 


CRANE  CREEK  CHURCH,  NECAISE  CROSSING,  held 
a  deacon  ordination  roMndy.  Shown  are  Chris  and  Heidi 
Smith  with  children,  Addiaon  and  Coiin.Hrd  Mimael  and 
Kathy  Slada.  Hawy  Davis,  pastor.  . 


r 
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A  wild  game  supper  was  held  at  BEULAH  CHURCH, 
DECATUR.  Feb.  9.  Shown  are  gueat  speaker T.J.  Jennings, 
Elton  Bryan,  and  paetor  Gary  Rivera. 

Tha  youth  group  of  DRY  CR^SC  CHURCH,  SIMPSON 
COUNTY,  partidpalad  in  youth  day  and  assumed  poaidona  of 
taaching  in  Sunday  School,  leading  in  muMc  and  preaching. 

C 


Tha  diMren  of  HOPE  CHURCH,  PHRAOSLPHUL  partidpat- 
ad  in  CNIdran'a  Miniairy  Day.Thay  prepared  huh  beskats  and 
dalivarad  them  to  femi^  in  the  oorntnunhy.  Aftarwnds  they 
were  treated  to  aVsIanflineb  party.  Oannis  OuvaR.  paetor. 


The  GAa  of  CALVARY  CHURCH,  BOGUS  CHITTO. 
racandy  held  a  fun  night  including  makeovers,  making  Vai- 
andna  cards,  homamada  pizzas,  and  a  talent  show.  Jenny 
LeggalL  lasdar;  Hal  Hattan,  pastor. 


TISS.  locognlzad  Jack  0.  Barry  for 
over  2S  yaara  of  satvics  as  church 
tieasurar.  Berry  wee  presented  a 
dock  by  peator  Terry  VWatlece. 


EAST  PHRJLOELPHIA  CHURCH. 
PHILADGLPHtA,  Hceneed  Zsch 
Butler  to  the  gospel  rrtiniatry. 

.  Shown  ere  Butler  and  Rusty 
;  Parsons, 


